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The gulf, therefore, between Hindu and Muslim was by no means
wide. The Muslim proposals seem to-day to have been such that
they should have besn clinched with happy enthusiasm. That, how-
ever^ v/as not re be ; it seems almost a freak of fate that a narrow
gulf v/as found impossible to bridge.
A section 01 Mus3,lr."ar. opinion heid on to the rJ^hru recommen-
dations,  jut  -here  v/s,s no  doubt that  Muslim estrangement  was
grov/ing \;^rss than evsj.    Maalana Muhammad AI:, that doughty
fighter 'vr.o sc/d in '923 on his release from jail that he was "outfrom
a smaller prison to a  larger  one". whose Coean^da speech was a
thrlkmj reminder of the non-co-operation spirit, was speaking now
the language of angrv disillusionment.    Presiding ovdp the All India
Khilafat Conference held at Calcutta in  1923, ho  condemned the
Nehru Committee's admitting for India the status of a British Domi-
nion and said:    ''You make compromises in your constitution every
day with false doctrines,  immoral conceptions arid wrong ideas, but
you make no compromise with our comrounalists v;.t'i separate elec-
torates and reserved scats.   Twenty-five per cent is cur proportion of
the population, and yet you v;:ll not give us 33 per cent in the Assem-
bly.    You area Jaw, a Banix'*.   Some of the more radical among
the Muslim leaders declared themselves suspicious of the Hindus'
seriousness about complete independence, and, imprudently oblivious
of the paramount need of unity, demarcated themselves from the
Congress which, to their mind, was dominated by the Hindus.   It was
recalled that at   Ahmedabad in December 1C21,  Maulana Hasrat
Mohani had vainly called upon the Congress to accept complete inde-
pendence as its objective, that Gandhiji, presiding over the Congress at
Belgaum in 1924, had expressed himself against "complete severance
of the British connection ", that C. R. Das at the Bengal Provincial
Conference at Faridpur, v/hieh Gandhiji attended in 1925, had spoken
of the " spiritual significance " of Dominion Status and its superiority
over independence, that, naturally enough, the Nehru Report postu-
lated Dominion Status in spite of the Madras Congress (1927J resolu-
tion of the "goal" of "complete national independence", and that
even at   Calcutta   (1928),   Gandhiji persuaded  the Congress, after
anxious debate, that the British government should be allowed time
till the end of 1929 to decide if it was going to implement the Nehru
recommendations.   As against this picture was pointed out that even
an all-parties Muslim Conference of the U. P. Meeting in November
1928 declared that Musalmans stood for "the goal of complete inde-
pendence"   "which shall necessarily take the form of a federal
republic ", and that a Khan Bahadur who demurred was sent a note
from women visitors in the purdah gallery that if men lacked courage,